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• Jay Trask 
• Head of Archival Services
• James A. Michener Library, University of Northern Colorado (UNC)
• Fan of: Astro City (but love most superheroes), action figures, role-playing 
games and tabletop miniatures, and Star Wars.
• Molly Marcusse
• Reference Archivist, Entertainment Industry Acquisitions Archivist
• American Heritage Center, University of Wyoming (AHC)
• Fan of: Wonder Woman, Harley Quinn, Dr. Who, Game of Thrones, and 
classic video games
• Amanda Stow
• Reference Archivist, Entertainment Industry Acquisitions Archivist
• American Heritage Center, University of Wyoming (AHC)
• Fan of: Muppets, Neil Gaiman, Graphic Novels, and Cinephile
• . . . Basic all-round nerds
• We collect historical records
• Primary resources
• Material that contains firsthand 
accounts of events that were created 
at the time of the event
• Unpublished
• The “raw material”

• Provide evidence of the process of 
creation; aids scholars and other 
artists/writers
• Scholars are using science fiction, 
fantasy, comics, etc. to study 
cultural reactions to a variety of 
experiences
• A responsibility of archivists to 
preserve the diversity of U.S. culture
• Papers of sci-fi, fantasy, comic 
book writers provide a means 
of cultural identification
• Stan Lee’s papers are an example…
• Themes of race, gender, politics, 
adolescence/childhood, societal 
angst are in comics, but Lee’s 
records give more insight.
• Marvel and other writers is 
in Lee’s collection
• History of comic writing…i.e. 
Comics Code Authority
• Marketing and promotional 
material (cultural interests)
• Devotion to education and 
literacy (working with schools 
and universities)
• But, especially fan mail
• Light v. Dark (Soapbox)
• Using comics as a source of 
affirmation and relevance
American science fiction writer
• 16 novels and novellas
• 7 short story collections
• Dozens of short stories and essays
• Science Fiction Writers of America Grand 
Master
• Science Fiction Hall of Fame inductee
• 11 Hugo Awards
• 8 Nebula Awards
• 4 Locus Awards
• 1 Joseph W. Campbell Memorial Award
Acquisitions: the stuff!
Accessioning: the processes 
used to gain intellectual and 
physical control over the stuff.  

• Book collections
• Correspondence
• Manuscripts
• Photographs
• Videos
• Awards
• Gifts from fans


• Light
• Temperature
• Humidity
• Pollution/Contamination
• Pests
• Human action
Preservation vs. Conservation 
• University of Northern Colorado Archival Services and the American Heritage Center 
(University of Wyoming) are both open to public
• UNC Archival Services: Monday-Friday 8 AM-5 PM
• AHC: Monday 10 AM-7 PM, Tuesday-Friday 8 AM-5 PM
• Simply need to fill out registration form annually
• Materials do not leave the building
• We love sharing the experience of our stuff with interested people!
• How do you find something inside the 
Stan Lee and Connie Willis papers?
• http://rmoa.unm.edu/docviewer.php
?docId=wyu-ah08302.xml
• http://uncoarchives.coalliance.org/r
epositories/2/resources/102
• You’ve found something great, now how 
do you actually access it?
• On-site access
• Duplication options
• Distance requests





• UW classes that have used 
Stan Lee materials or other 
pop culture materials
• Superheroes, Stan Lee, 
and Studying for 
Success: What does 
popular culture have to 
do with research?
• Women in the 
American West, 
material culture unit
• Night of the Living Film: 
Zombies, Living Dead, 
Walkers… Humans
• 4-12th grade classes
• Can teach importance of 
literacy and impact of 
relatable characters
• Popular culture scholars
• University students for class 
assignments
• History Day projects
• Stan Lee Rentschler
Distinguished Lecturer visit 
in 1994
• What does this have to do with us here at Comic-Con?
• Fan letters and what we can learn about the celebrities we 
love through them



